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worked in the depths of the Christian mind, if not abso-
lutely compelling its observance, yet giving weight and
authority to kindred thoughts in reflective minds j at all
events, rescuing Christianity from the imputation of a
total forgetfulness of its genuine spirit, an utter extinc-
tion of its essential character.

In that strange discordance indeed which is so em-
barrassing in ecclesiastical history, almost all the few
remaining years of Innocent II., the great pacificator,
are occupied in war. He is heading his own armies,
first against Tusculum and other rebellious cities in the
neighbourhood of Eome; then in an obstinate war
against the King of Sicily. It would be curious, if it
were possible, to ascertain how far the papal troops
respected the monk and the pilgrim, the merchant and
the husbandman; how far they observed the solemn
days of the Truce of God. In these unseemly martial
expeditions the Popes were singularly unfortunate, yet
their disasters almost always turned to their advantage.
Like his predecessor Leo IX., Innocent fell, as a pri-
soner of war, into the hands of his enemies. Again the
awe-struck Norman bowed before his holy captive ; and
Innocent as a prisoner obtained better terms than he
would have won at the point of the sword.